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Candidate   Marci Aronovitz 

 DBN:  
  

15K107 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I served as a delegate on the Participatory Budget Committee (PBC), Education Committee, for Brad 

Lander's council office in 2013-14. As a budget delegate I participated in the essential work of 

evaluating, researching, and developing proposals for the selection of capital project for schools within 

district 15 to be funded by the allocated discretionary PBC funds. As well, that same year I was a class 

parent for my youngest daughter's school classroom; serving as a liaison between parents and the PTA 

and school administration. During the 2014-2015 school year, I am on the PTA Board for PS107 and 

serve as the Recording Secretary. In this role, I am extensively involved in school fundraising events 

and activities as well as engaged in supporting the school administration on particular issues for which 

they require input and assistance. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am passionate about serving as a Community Education Council (CEC) member. I deeply believe 

that education has the power to achieve social justice and provide equal opportunity across social strata 

and demographics. I moved to Brooklyn three years ago from Los Angeles where I worked on social 

justice issues for many years. I worked as a Senior Program Officer at First 5 LA, an agency committed 

to improving the lives of children 0 to 5 and their families in LA County. I did extensive analyses on 

effective strategies to improve child outcomes; the focus of my work was primarily on early care and 

education (ECE). At First 5, I also developed and managed several initiatives, including Los Angeles' 

Universal Preschool Initiative. Further, in LA, I worked with a private consulting firm on advocating for 

and shaping policies to support ECE for both children and the workforce. I feel I am well qualified to 

serve as a CEC member based on my expertise and experience and would welcome an opportunity to 

contribute my skills here in New York. 

 

Candidate   David Carcache 

 DBN:  
  

15K118 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have an interest in many civic, community and school-related efforts. I believe in a rich science 

curriculum in K5 schools, as well as safe and clean neighborhoods. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I'm with parents who expect more from all corners our community because I believe those values instill 

in our children the ingredients of accountability which make New York City truly progressive. 

Individually, it means learning to dig deeper to do what needs to be done. As a community, it should 

means pushing for more transparency, and addressing the resultant challenges posed in a manner that 

is direct, but fair. 
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Candidate   Henry Carrier 

 DBN:  
  

15K447 

15K447 

15K447 

IEP:  No 

No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Parent of 3 middle school students, grades 6,8, and 8. President of PS 58 PTA for 2 years 2012-2014; 

During this time was a Member of SLT and active member of District 15 President's Council. Some 

highlights: * Participated in C-30 process to choose new Assistant Principal. * Secured funding for 

bathroom renovation as a Budget Delegate to Councilman Brad Lander's Participatory Budgeting 

process. Renovation completed 2014. * Worked with State Senator Daniel Squadron's office to secure 

funding for rewiring of school to support air conditioning. Air conditioning is now available in all 

classes and the auditorium. Other Local/Global Community Service includes: Project HOPE 

volunteer, participating in annual homeless count; Personal finance instructor with the Center for 

Debtor Education, Fordham Law School; Peace Corps Volunteer Math/Science Teacher (7-12) in 

Zaire, now the Democratic Republic of the Congo. Language of instruction was French. Former NY 

State Teacher License Holder (7-12). Student teacher, Greece, NY Professional experience includes 

operations, project management, finance, strategy and consulting positions in the finance and 

environmental areas. I am a Chartered Financial Analyst. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to use my experience as an active parent and former PTA president to sustain and 

improve the District 15 educational system. I have direct experience in many areas that may concern 

parents. All 3 of my children have had IEP. I have successfully worked to improve the school facilities 

which by and large are in a state of disrepair in the Distict. I know what it is like to work with the 

various bureaucracies (You're always between a rock and a pillow!) and have had some success in doing 

so. I am familiar with DLP and G&T programs. I have been through somewhat maddening the Middle 

and High school selection processes. As much as possible, I would like to devote my time and 

encourage the CEC to address areas where it can make a real impact - increasing school capacity, 

particularly in Sunset Park, making the Middle and High School selection more accommodating, 

reviewing bus service, increasing the number of school crossing guards, improving school facilities, and 

devising ways to increase parent participation - to name a few. I may be contacted at 718-913-4367 or 

henrycarrier@mac.com. Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Candidate   Lanamimi Ferrer 

 DBN:  
  

15K169 

15K169 

15K169 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

No 

ELL No 

No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA member for the past 2 years SLT member for the past year Volunteer for Learning Leaders 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to represent all the children that have an IEP so that all children may receive equal services 

which are petitioned by parents, including parents of minority students. I would like to bring more 

services to our district for example autistic children, hyperactive, learning dificulties (ATD) and better 

prepared teachers. 
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Candidate   Kate Hazel-Busch 

 DBN:  
  

15K261 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I received my Masters from NYU in Early Childhood Education/Early Childhood Special Education in 

2006. I worked briefly as a general education Pre-K teacher from 2006-2007 and then became a Special 

Education Itinerant Teacher. I worked in this field from 2007 - 2011. Since September, when my 

daughter entered Kindergarten, I have been a Learning Leader, a member of the PTA as well as an 

observer on the PS261 School Leadership Team. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Very quickly after my daughter entered Kindergarten, I knew that I wanted to be involved in her 

education as well as her school. I realized the importance of the PTA, but I also became familiar with 

Learning Leaders, and became one myself - helping both students and teachers in the classroom. Since 

then, I have also been able to be an observer on the PS261 School Leadership Team to see how they, 

too, are an integral part of influence concerning the behind-the-scenes policy of the school. This group, 

I am hoping to join in the fall. As a result of these experiences, I have seen the absolute necessity of 

having parents and guardians be an integral part of the running of the school, and school policy. I 

believe that serving as a member of the CEC will let me serve as an advocate of not only my daughter's 

school, but also the other schools from District 15, which are equally as important. They are our 

children who attend these educational institutions and therefore I believe it is important that we, as their 

parents and advocates, work on their behalf to make the NYC school system the best it can be. I am 

very eager to help this happen. 
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Candidate   James Newman 

 DBN:  
  

15K124 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Currently in my second term as president of the PS 124 PTA, I have had the unique opportunity to be 

parent leader during a time when the demographics within our school are shifting dramatically as new 

high rise apartment buildings begin to dot 4th Ave. In order to manage the changes which inherently 

come from shifts like this, we have had to change the foundation of our PTA to include a focus on 

Internal Engagement, Community Relations and an increased Fundraising effort. We quickly built a 

communications plan that brought us into social media and have utilized those channels to help us raise 

funds to help cover the current and future financial needs of the school. We have also felt the 

importance of identifying creative ways in which we can engage our parents to help keep - and celebrate 

with our community - the quality education, cultural diversity and focus on leadership that helps make 

PS 124 the hidden gem that it is. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

District 15 is one of the best districts in the DoE. Chancellor Farina has said, what makes District 15 

great is that we not only care about our children but, we care about our neighbor's children, too. Right 

now, District 15 is at a crossroads. With the current influx of new apartment construction comes a 

major influx of families. Because the construction of new schools - or, at least more seats - has not 

mirrored the new apartment construction, overcrowding at area schools has become an increasingly 

serious problem. Even with overcrowded classrooms in buildings where conditions are seemingly 

inhabitable, teachers are expected to do more with less as funding dries up at many schools. They are 

expected to educate our children according to the Common Core, help prepare them for standardized 

testing, mentor our children and attend to their needs. What's more, is that teachers are now being 

faced with a governor who is advocating changing their evaluation standards, again. Our teachers and 

students MUST have proactive parents on their side who understand the situation at hand and will 

advocate for them. To that end, I would very much like to be an advocate and proactive member of the 

Community Education Council for District 15. 

 

Candidate   Donald Norwood 

 DBN:  
  

15K010 

15K010 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been a class parent, a trip chaperone and leader, and a member of the PTA. I run a community 

service organization in Brooklyn. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Pedro Pena 

 DBN:  
  

15K230 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

This will be my first experience serving in this capacity. I have helped out in my children's classrooms, 

chaperoned trips. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I come from Mexico and have to make a new life in America. I want life to be much better for my kids. 

I want to help the schools serve my community. 

 

Candidate   Allison Pennell 

 DBN:  
  

03M479 

15K051 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was an active parent at PS 321 for 11 years, laid out two yearbooks, volunteered in the classroom and 

at school, treasurer of my daughter's coop preschool for three years, and founder of the student-run 

newspaper at Brooklyn Prospect Charter School. Writer for the Park Slope Food Coop paper and 

local blogs. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am not a natural joiner or PTA type but am moved to help in ways that are best suited to my skills 

and experience. I am putting my name in now because of faith in the public school system, my 

concerns over its future as a NYC parent of two public schoolers who have benefited from a first-rate 

education all the way through. Over the last years, to my dismay, the gains of the programs and 

educators I hold in high regard seem imperiled by an increasingly onerous and wrongheaded 

standardized testing regime. 

 

Candidate   Vanessa Pettiford 

 DBN:  
  

15K130 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I recently joined CEC 15 due to a vacancy. I hope to continue to learn and to provide support to 

students, the PTA and principals in District 15. I have several years as a civil servant for the City of 

New York and one on my duties as an employee was to upgrade and maintain employee facilities. I 

hope my experience will help District 15 obtain new facilities and improve the current infrastructure of 

existing schools. I was the Vice President of Subways for the Conference of Minority Transportation 

Officials New York Chapter. I facilitated professional workshops, debt management and 

homeownership seminars. It is my desire to provide support and a voice for all the schools represented 

in District 15. 

Personal 
Statement 
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Candidate   Scott Powell 

 DBN:  
  

15K124 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PS 124 PTA. PS 124 SLT. Daughter is in Dual Language Kindergarten. Have participated in 

Participatory Budgeting process sponsored by the NYC City Council. Worked on neighborhood 

implementation of Mayor de Blasio's Vision Zero program to eliminate pedestrian traffic deaths. 

Worked with the Brennan Center to implement its raft of reforms for Albany legislature in 2004. Also 

worked with Grand Army Plaza re-envisioning project to implement traffic calming in that road 

interchange. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

Ongoing gentrification, the recent up-zoning of Fourth Avenue, and the resurgent growth of families in 

our district have put a great deal of strain on our school facilities, which Education Trailers and busing 

can't handle any more. I am eager to work with the CEC to find new sites for school construction in 

Sunset Park and South Park Slope, to build additions on existing school properties to grow capacity, 

and to identify policy initiatives that require developers to pay into the community infrastructure their 

buildings are profiting from. 

 

Candidate   Keauna Quick 

 DBN:  
  

15K676 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to advocate for all children's education, support the leadership and help make decisions 

based on the needs of our community. Thank You for the opportunity to be considered as a parent 

leader, with NYC education council. 

 

Candidate   Cabiria Rosado 

 DBN:  
  

15K051 IEP:  Yes ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I have been involved in my son's education from the moment he enrolled in public school. I have been 

involved in fundraising activities, dutifully attended parent-teacher conferences, kept track of my son's 

curriculum and extra after school educational activities. I am bi-lingual (Spanish) life-long New Yorker 

and a product of the NYC Public School System. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

My motivation for seeking a position on the CEC is driven by the fact that I am living the struggle of 

thousands of working single parents. I understand that many parents, who care as deeply as I do about 

their child's education, may not be able to commit the time, energy and resources that I am prepared to 

commit to this endeavor. The IEP is well intentioned, however the program falls short in many areas. 

Firstly, it has been my experience that there is a huge gap between intention and the execution and 

provision of services. My experience is that currently, there are very restrictive and limited choices 

when it comes to the availability of providers. Moreover, the obstacle that parents appear to face 

repeatedly, is the misguided notion that all children learn the same way. The problem here is that if 

your child does not adhere to the expectations of a particular educator they oftentimes do not meet the 

child's needs and the child is left behind and lost in the proverbial shuffle. 
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Candidate   Naila Rosario 

 DBN:  
  

15K172 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

I am currently president of CEC 15 

Personal 
Statement 

 

When my children were ready for school I was very hesitant to put hem in Public School. Like many 

new parents I was familiar with the stories of a failing public school system with overcrowded classes 

and little resources. Nevertheless, after loosing my job I had no choice but to enter my child in Public 

School. The prekindergarten application process was overwhelming for my husband and i, we didnt 

know which schools were good, which schools were bad. We finally got accepted into a school and it 

was over an hour away from our home. We were told by DOE that all pre-k's in our area were full and 

that the school in midwood was the only available option. For an entire year I called DOE, met with 

superintendents and talked to parents about the lack of Preschools in Sunset Park. After a year my 

child was able to attend a kindergarten class in our own neighborhood as you can imagine i was elated. 

That experience taught me the importance of being vocal and present when it pertains to my child's 

education. As president of CEC 15 my goal is to show parents the impact that their involvement can 

make not only to their child but all children in the public school system. 

 

Candidate   Maria Salvador 

 DBN:  
  

15K169 

15K169 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

PTA member for the past 3 years SLT member for the past year Learning Leaders for the past year 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I would like to bring more funds for our school district, specially for Special Education. I would like see 

better and improved curriculum for our Special Education students, and more technology for teachers 

and students working with Special Education students. Smaller classroom size in our special education 

classes and more teachers. Be the voice for parents who have children in special education. 
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Candidate   Lori Ungemah 

 DBN:  
  

15K039 

15K039 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

My entire adult life has been working in and with schools in various roles and capacities. I currently 

serve on the School Leadership Team at my childrenâ€™s school, PS 39, where I was also a member 

of the High Stakes Testing Committee before it disbanded. I was a member of the first cohort of the 

New York City Teaching Fellows and am familiar with many traditional and alternative teacher 

certification programs in our City and their pros and cons. I taught in Brooklyn secondary schools for 

11 years before getting my Doctorate in Education in Curriculum & Teaching and becoming a 

community college professor in the CUNY system. During my time as a middle and high school 

English teacher, Literacy Coach, and Master Teacher, I worked with English Language Learners in the 

classroom and Special Education students in ICT (Integrated Collaborative Teaching) classrooms. My 

entire teaching career has been in Title I secondary schools and community college; I am very familiar 

with students and families who live in poverty and the challenges it brings to the classroom and the 

schools. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

It has become harder to say this, but I still believe in public education. I moved to New York City in 

1999 to become a teacher, and my years in the classroom at the now defunct IS 111 in Bushwick (pre-

hipsters) and the Cobble Hill School of American Studies gave me an education on the real-life day-to-

day struggles and success of public schools. I loved teaching, but we struggled as testing grew in 

importance and the curriculum narrowed. We struggled as our student population got poorer after the 

recession. We struggled with the introduction of the Common Core Standards and the new teacher 

evaluation rubric. And just when I felt I had seen it all, I had two kids and now I see it all through the 

eyes of a parent. I am a parent, but I am concerned about all students, teachers, and schools in our 

City. As a community college professor in CUNY, I teach students from all five boroughs and see how 

some schools have done well and how others have failed the students. I donâ€™t want that to be my 

childrenâ€™s or anyoneâ€™s childâ€™s experience in our Cityâ€™s schools. We have to do better. 

My issues of concern are high stakes testing, class size, teacher evaluation, principal evaluation, and 

diversity and inequity in our very segregated schools. 

 

 

Candidate   Lara Wechsler 

 DBN:  
  

15K051 

15K372 

IEP:  No 

Yes 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

I was on the CEC15 for a year in 2011. I had to drop out because I started night school and could not 

attend meetings anymore. I have 2 kids in District 15 schools currently, one has an IEP and is currently 

in Kindergarten, the other is in 6th grade. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I feel I am a good candidate to serve on the CEC15 because I have a little bit of experience, having 

been on it for a year. Every child has a right to equal access to a good education and I would like to do 

my part not only for my child but to do what I can to ensure that every child can have a fair shake at a 

good education. 
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Candidate   Jamie Zelermyer 

 DBN:  
  

15K029 IEP:  No ELL No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Last year I was co class parent at my son's pre-school which was a great experience. I helped coordinate 

school events and facilitated communication between parents and teachers. This year I am on the 

service committee at PS 29 and go to PTA meeting when possible. I suggested to my son's K teacher 

that they do a class coat drive and then all go down together to drop the coats in the bins and this was a 

great experience for the kids. I also took my older son to the People's Climate Change March and we 

participate in similar events when they take place. My children attend, or attended, a bilingual Spanish 

and English school and we are very committed to raising our kids bilingual. 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I am thrilled to be running for the Community Education Council. After being asked to run by our 

parent coordinator I have gone to both the information session and a CEC meeting in Sunset Park and 

have been extremely moved by everyone's dedication to our children. I was raised in a family of social 

activists, and as my kids are becoming more independent, I'm excited to find my own voice within 

activism. Working with the schools and education is a great fit for me with one child in public school 

and another joining next year. I want all children to have good spaces to learn in, small class sizes and 

the opportunity to learn foreign languages, explore technology, eat good food and have every 

opportunity to get the education they all deserve. 

 

Candidate   Neal Alan Zephyrin 

 DBN:  
  

15k321 

15k485 

IEP:  No 

No 

ELL No 

No 

Applicant 
Background  

 

Personal 
Statement 

 

I have always had an interest in education and the important role it plays in lifting many students out of 

poverty. Unfortunately, not all education is created equally. The quality of public education can vary 

quite significantly depending on the city, borough, or school district a child is in. I want to make a 

difference in changing such inconsistencies. As a former public high school math teacher, I know the 

very good job our educators are doing in our schools. I also know more work needs to be done to 

ensure the good job being done in many schools is carried out in all schools. It is with this conviction, 

commitment, and drive that I am applying for the New York City Education Council. Regards, 

 


